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(Continued on page 2)

SHIMIZU Chigusa

Nihongo-Pro Teacher

Chigusa Shimizu-
sensei teaches private
lessons at all levels
except introductory.

Shimizu-sensei lives in
Yamanashi prefecture,
west of Tokyo and one
of only a handful of
Japan prefectures
without any coastline.
Mt. Fuji is located on
Yamanashi’s southern
border.

Besides her lessons at
Nihongo-Pro, Shimizu-
sensei teaches at a
local Japanese
language school. She
completed a 1-year
study-abroad in
London, and is able to
use English in her
lessons as needed.


http://www.nihongo-pro.com/
https://www.nihongo-pro.com/online-japanese-teachers#shimizu-chigusa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yamanashi_Prefecture
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Culture Differences | Learned E“T“ Q"AKEs

from My Lessons #3

Are there earthquakes where you live? As you know, realizing the situation was not so dire, she then laughed along
Japan has frequent earthquakes. 1,000 to 1,500 times a year, with me.
tremors perceptible to people (level 1 and above on the Therein lies the difference: We Japanese, living in a country
Japanese shindo intensity scale) occur somewhere in Japan. with many earthquakes and accustomed to the small tremors,
Here at Nihongo-Pro, | have lessons with students living are not surprised by a little shaking. To someone living in a place
around the world in North and South America, Europe, and without earthquakes, however, the way | went on with my
Asia. Given the distance that separates us, | usually start off a activities when the earthquake struck was perhaps more
lesson with something like, “How is the weather there?” or surprising than the earthquake itself.
“It’s very cold here in Japan—it’s snowing right now.” Incidentally, with earthquakes up to shindo 2, my feeling is
However, during the lesson itself, I've never really sensed that the best course of action is to wait calmly for the shaking to
this separation, no matter how far away the student and | are stop. At shindo 4 and above, the pronounced shaking makes it
from each other. important to secure anything that could start a fire and to take
However, during one lesson | had a different experience. cover under a table.
It was a lesson with a UK student. After the lesson had It was an unexpected and fascinating exchange—that
gotten underway, an earthquake hit my area, and my house earthquakes (something everyday to us Japanese) could be
started shaking. Naturally, the student didn’t realize this, so | regarded so differently elsewhere.

said, “Oh, it’s an earthquake. The room is shaking!” A blank
expression came over my student’s face, and was replaced
an instant later by a very anxious look.

| continued, “But it isn’t shaking that much, so we’re Japan uses a scale from 1 to 7 called shindo (literally, “degree of

OK!! About a shindo 2, I'd guess. Let’s go on with the lesson.” shaking”). Shindo is a direct measure of how much shaking is felt, so,
’ . . unlike the Richter scale, shindo varies depending on location and
The student would have none of that. With surprise and

: . e 1 | distance from the epicenter. Close to the epicenter a strong quake
worry in her voice, she said, “Sensei! It's an EARTHQUAKE! might be shindo 4 or 5; just a short distance away, it might drop to
Are you OK? Isn’t it scary? Don’t you need to get out of the shindo 3.
house?”

| thought it strange that she would be so surprised and,

without thinking, blurted out a chuckle. Seeing me laugh and

Japan’s Earthquake Intensity Scale: Shindo

Shindo 3 and below rarely cause damage, and thankfully, the over-
whelming majority of Japan’s quakes fall in this category. Thankfully, \
too, Japan leads the world in earthquake-resistant building codes

and methods.
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LILLY Michiko
Nihongo-Pro Teacher

Lilly-sensei (Michiko-
sensei to most of her
students) teaches
private lessons at all
levels.

Originally from
Japan’s Shimane
prefecture, she now
lives with her
husband and much-
beloved cats Yuki and
Tora near
Minneapolis.

For more Japanese
reading, check out her
blog Casa de NOVA in
Minnesota.

Fukano-sensei and her son enjoy an
outing at Vienna’s Schonbrunn Palace.



http://www.nihongo-pro.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shimane_Prefecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shimane_Prefecture
http://lanova.exblog.jp/
http://lanova.exblog.jp/
https://www.nihongo-pro.com/online-japanese-teachers#lilly-michiko
https://www.imercer.com/US/tabs/home.aspx
https://www.imercer.com/content/quality-of-living.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sch%C3%B6nbrunn_Palace
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Introducing Our Staff #3 Maiko Fukano

Residing in Vienna, Austria—the top-ranked city in
Mercer’s 2015 Worldwide Quality of Living rankings—is
our very own Maiko Fukano.

A single mother, Maiko works for a travel agency full-
time, teaches Japanese online at night, and takes care of
her 8-year-old son. With Austria’s extensive social safety
net, Maiko says she and her son live without day-to-day
financial worries. In Austria, workers must be paid for
overtime or given extra time off. Plus, they are required to
take all 5 weeks of their time off each year, and can re-
ceive extra time off to care for their sick children. Such a
generous system enables Maiko to live life to the fullest,
even in a place far from her native Japan. By the way, pub-
lic education through college is free in Austria—count me
green with envy.

Maiko and | first met in October 2011 at an online
meeting. A native Osakan, Maiko’s speech flowed with a

lilting Kansai accent. | had always thought of Kansai speech

as fast and aggressive, but hearing Maiko’s version of the
dialect put that notion to rest. Indeed, it seems one’s im-
pression of a language can be influenced heavily by the
personality of the speaker.

Maiko has studied ballet since childhood. She contin-
ues today, but finding time for lessons in her busy sched-
ule is difficult. Still, she enjoys live opera and ballet perfor-
mances at the opera houses and theaters that dot the city
of arts.

A number of students have been taking Maiko’s les-
sons for years, saying they like her relaxed, easy-going at-
mosphere. She is not taking on new students right now,
but | am sure | am not the only one hoping that one day
Maiko offers us all a mini-course on the Kansai dialect.
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