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Something special to me about the seasons

ENGLISH TRANSLATION

Spring: A Time for New Journeys

fuu butsu shi

B Y &F refers to the things that we associate with a
particular season. For example, you think of summer
when you see white puffy clouds, or of autumn when the
leaves start changing color.

Spring is a special season for Japanese people.
Graduation ceremonies are in March, and April brings
school and company entrance ceremonies. As a result,
springtime is the time to say farewells as well as the time
to set out on new journeys.

For me, one such big journey started when |
graduated from high school: | left home to live by myself
in Tokyo. With my parents in tow, | visited my aunt who
lived in Yokohama, and then said goodbye to my mom and
dad, who were returning to our home in Fukushima, at
Tokyo'’s Shinagawa Station. Even today | can’t forget the
sadness | felt at leaving. While in the train headed to
Shinjuku—the opposite direction of my parents’ train—I
cried at the sadness of leaving home, but then got excited
all of a sudden as the big buildings of Shinjuku came into
view. That was my first new journey.

Later on, | met my husband-to-be in Tokyo. After we
married, his job took us to Malaysia. With warm weather
throughout the year, Malaysia has little seasonal change.
People wear the same clothes year-round, which | thought
was easy and effortless. However, during that first year, |
realized | couldn’t recall what | had done when. We
remember events and places together with a memory of
the weather—"It was really hot,” “It was so cold | needed
a coat,” and so on. But on the islands of Malaysia, where
the climate stays the same year-round, we can’t recall the
time of year something happened, even if we are able to
recall the place where it happened. | felt that the months
of the year ticked away, indifferent and detached.
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Next, we moved to the U.S. for my husband’s work.
We spent about 10 days in Japan after returning from
Malaysia, and then headed to the U.S. in May. May is a
lovely season in Japan: Flowers are in full bloom and the
plants and trees have a beautiful light green color.
Gazing out at the beautiful countryside on the bus
headed to Narita Airport, | was profoundly sad to leave
the beauty of Japan and live overseas once again.

Here in New Jersey, the changes with each season
are even more striking than in Tokyo. During winter,
temperatures drop to -20°C (-4°F), and it snows often. It
finally warms up in April—how curious it is that just
hearing the birds singing puts me in an upbeat, happy
mood.

Although currently residing in the U.S., | haven’t
forgotten the sights and sounds of spring in Japan. When
| lived in Tokyo, | could hardly wait for the sakura (cherry
blossoms) to arrive, and would often take a look at the
sakura trees along the Tama River during March. Once
the trees bloomed, | would have lunch in a nearby park.

Last year | went to see the sakura here in New
Jersey. For just a moment it felt like spring in Japan, and |
promised myself to try harder and do my best. The
sakura is a mysterious flower that way: Not only are its
fine petals beautiful, but, after enduring a long winter,
the flower inspires those who admire its beauty.

Translator’s note: The heading “Hf=LDRMEF" is difficult
to put into English. It means “a seasonal event or feature that
was or is important to me and that | cannot forget.” In general,
Japanese feel more connected to nature than in West, and, with
four clearly defined seasons throughout Japan, seasonal events
are more prominent in Japanese life.
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(Continued on page 5)

Kato-sensei teaches
private lessons at all
levels.

She hails from
Katsushika, Tokyo,

one of Tokyo’s many
neighborhoods.

She teaches full time
at a Japanese
language school. Her
hobbies include
playing the taiko
(Japanese drum) and
carrying mikoshi
(portable shrines)
during area festivals.
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My Hometown #5: Asakusa—Where the Rickshaws Roll
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Welcome to Asakusa!

Yy

Near my hometown of Katsushika lies the
neighborhood of Asakusa. | attended high school close by,
and now work in Asakusa.

Asakusa is a Tokyo neighborhood where traditions
from the past live on. Most famous are the Asakusa
Temple, its kaminari gate, and Nakamise Street (the
approach to Asakusa Temple lined with many shops).

Visitors to Asakusa always see those three
places. But in reality, though most
visitors don’t venture, there are A(
other historic buildings and N
shops on smaller, less well-
known side streets in the vicinity. -

To take advantage of these
great places not found in
guidebooks, the jinrikisha
(rickshaw) is your best bet. In
addition to teaching
Japanese at an Asakusa
school during the week, |
pull a rickshaw around Asakusa on
my days off.

Today, as your Asakusa
rickshaw tour guide, I'd like to 2
show you three spots.

First is Asakusa Rokku. From the Meiji period through
the Showa era (late 1800s through late 1900s), Asakusa
Rokku was the most bustling place in Japan. In the past
there were more than 30 movie and theater houses.
Director and comedian Takeshi Kitano trained here as a

young man. Today the movie and theater houses are gone,

but a retro vibe of those good old days remains.
Occasionally, a customer having a drink outside at one of
the many long-established pubs will call out to me, “Hey,

1”7

good job! Keep it up!

Second on my list is Sumida Park, a park that runs
alongside the Sumida River. Famous since the Edo

period, over 1,000 sakura (cherry blossom) trees line the

river banks. The park presents a different
side depending on the season—In the
summer you can enjoy a big fireworks
display. You can also get a
beautiful view of the
Tokyo Skytree. Though
it is very close to the
bustling action of
Asakusa Temple's
kaminari gate, my
rickshaw passengers are
often surprised that such a
quiet place can be found in
Asakusa. It’s a great place for
a break from the crowds.

Third is Asakusa Shrine.
Although right next to the famed
Asakusa Temple, Asakusa Shrine
isn’t popular with sightseers. It is

unusual having a Buddhist temple
and a Shinto shrine (i.e., buildings for

two religions) next to one another. The three

Buddhist gods who are said to have built the Asakusa
Temple are worshipped here. Every year in May, we
hold a festival called Sanjasai (literally, “three shrines’
festival”). The three deities are carried on a mikoshi
(portable shrine), showing to the heavens how big and
bustling Asakusa has become. It’s a lively, raucous
festival with about 100 mikoshis participating.

Besides these three, Asakusa has many, many other
not-in-the-guidebook spots that are fun to visit. Want to
see more? Hop on a rickshaw and enjoy the ride!
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