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Welcome to Nihongo-Pro

This textbook gives the Japanese vocabulary covered in Nihongo-Pro’s Introductory
Japanese group lessons. These 16 lessons will introduce you to about 400 words used in
everyday Japanese and give you a solid foundation for continuing your Japanese study in
our Basic Japanese 1 classes.

Our introductory lessons start from zero, so no previous knowledge of Japanese is
required or expected. Following the 16 vocabulary lists, you’ll find charts to help you learn
to read hiragana and katakana, as well as guidelines for counting in Japanese and reading
dates in Japanese.

Introductory lessons are taught twice a week, so you can complete the entire
Introductory Japanese course in just eight weeks. Nihongo-Pro’s Introductory Japanese
classes are based on practical Japanese you can readily use—words and concepts used in
everyday life.

Make no mistake—knowledge of just a little Japanese goes a long way in Japan.
Armed with this introductory Japanese vocabulary, you can greet and introduce yourself to
strangers, ask for help, and more. Your Japanese friends will greatly appreciate your
interest in their language; plus, after you finish a carefully prepared Japanese meal,
thanking your host with “Gochisoosama deshita” is sure to be returned with a welcoming
smile.

The curriculum on which this book is based, including the vocabulary lists and kana
tables, was developed by Nihongo-Pro teacher Michiko Lilly; Fusayo Nagatomi and Yasuyo
Sei, also Nihongo-Pro teachers, reviewed the content. I am indebted to our entire teaching
staff for their tireless work to bring excellence in online Japanese instruction to students
throughout the world.

Please try our Introductory Japanese group lessons. Along with the entire
Nihongo-Pro teaching staff, I hope you benefit from our classes as much as we enjoy
bringing them to you.

Steve Cooper
June 2014
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Japanese Pronunciation

Japanese has just five vowels: a, i, u, €, 0. They are pronounced short and clear, as follows:

a “ah” (but keep it short); like the “a” in father

i “ee” (but keep it short); like the “ee” in bee or fee

u like the “00” in moon, but shorter

e similar to a short e sound, like get or met—just remember to keep it short!
o similar to a long o sound, like sole, but shorter in duration

Each syllable in Japanese ends in a vowel (3, i, u, e, 0), except for one: N. N is pronounced similar to
“-ng” as in king, but with a little less “g” than in English. N is a full-fledged syllable in Japanese, so be

sure not to shorten its pronunciation.

Each of the five vowel sounds can be lengthened as well. Keep the regular vowels short, and make sure

to pronounce the lengthened vowels longer.

There is also a “mini-stop” in some Japanese words. In Romaji, it shows up as a double consonant (such
as “kk”, “ss”, or “tt”); in hiragana, it is written as a small D (tsu). Stop very briefly when you encounter

this sound, and then continue.

Japanese Word Pronounce like this... NOT like this...
koNnichiwa (“Good afternoon”)  ko-N-ni-chi-wa K ko-ni-chi-wa
CAITHIE
seNeN (“1,000 yen”) se-N-e-N XK se-nen
BAZA
gakkoo (“school”) ga-(stop)-ko-o X ga-ko
Mo2Z5
kippu (“ticket”) ki-(stop)-pu K ki-pu
EoA
kaishaiN (“company employee”) ka-i-sha-i-N X kai-shain
ML A
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Introductory Lesson 3

Vocabulary Romaji Meaning
5 sora sky
SH umi sea, ocean
&Y tori bird
PFE yama mountain
= ki tree
Wz ie house
[ZhH niwa garden
LMT ike pond
R neko cat
L\&h inu dog
BA oNna woman
HEZ otoko man
ne kao face
» me eyes
{56 kuchi mouth
HFH+ mimi ears
(E7E hana nose
Hi=F atama head
L1 mune chest
B1h onaka stomach
yeaAgi) senaka back
T te hand
HL ashi leg, foot
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Index
Vocabulary (Kana) b Y =2 P N TS T 16
S D D A e 8
BN E D e 2 ;Y)Y - NSV 6
BDES e 4 BT E T e 17
Y 2 T 4 ) AR Yy Y SRS 8
B e 4 B A oo 8
D et 4 BN e 16
BOLo e 5 B0 e 12
BIZTZBUN e, 16 B D A 8
BT e 5 B D e 8
D DUN e 16 B E T s 5
BDAND o 12 BTN e 5
BB e 4 BT UNE A oo 8
HYDED TENVET o e, 2 B0 A e 8
HYDEI(TENVET ) o o, 3 Y 5 Y S 8
U DVED o oot 2,3 EIEEA oo, 8
00 177 A NN 14 BIEESI (TEUVET ) oo 2
DWAEZZAF B Ao e, 2 BIEZT FEELV g e 2
LDMDNVE B ZFEE Ao oo 2 EDHTEI(CTETVET )6 o, 3
(YRR 57015 35 oy P 2 BB e 16
et 5 ESY 1013 UF < PO 2
VBT e 17 B AU s 5
M T et 5 2 Ll NS USSR 14
Vg s 4 7N Y B Y Y SO 11
UYEDILLY e 16 PVNT CFEEUN oo, 2
(Y £ r<k== 3 EP ROV SOROROUTROROOR 3 D UVE T e 17
LVE (1) e 18 N A E T e 17
L5 E<(100,000,000).......0c0cmceieeeeeeeeeieeeiaas 19 I S s 5
VB DY D s 20 720V A 0 SRR 7
VB T e 12 D B s 7
LVBZFEA (10,000) v 19 N EE T e 17
LN DN e 21 DKUY o, 9
VDT CTEEL Vg e 2 I e 6
Y2 USSP SOURRUPRUPRORRURN 5 IL e 12
N D e 8 DT e 8
G iU D5 15 TT U2 e 14
LN ettt 4 DY D e 10
O S S | T 14 DD s 10
5 1 ST 12 IMEA e 7
D E A s 13 FI AT e 14
D ettt 5 INBUN e 16
AT A LET e 17 =20 5
DA TALD e 11 1A G a3 A Y 2
ZiAUTR D e 7 BT e 17
EUANLLU Y e 16 E A FET Do o, 2
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Vocabulary (Romall) gakkl ................................................................ 10

BAKKOO ...eevieiiei it 10
ADUIA. .o 12 BAKUSEE .. eeviiieee ettt 9
ASATSU ettt et et et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s anaanee 2 BASONTN ..t 14
AKA e ——— 4 EENKING.....uviieeieeee e 16
AKI vttt e 4 (o X (=) OSSR 18
A =T RR 4 gochisoosama (deshita). ......cccccoeeeveeeeeeecnnnnenn. 3
= Lo T 4 Fedo T = | &S] U PR 20
arigatoo (Z0zaimMasu) ......coeveeeeeererecreeeeree e 3 gohyaku (500) ......cuvveeeeeeiiiieee e 19
arigatoo (g0zaimasu). «....cceeeeeeerereeeeeereeeererenne, 3 EOJUU (50).uuriiieeeiciiiieeeeeeciieee e e e e e e e 18
arigatoo S0ZaiMaSU......cccuvveeeeeecerrreeeeeeeiinreeeeen 2 BOMENNQASAI. ceeveieiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3
AriZAt00. .uvveiiiicciiieee e 2,3 BOMIDAKO ..vvvvieieiiiiiee e 7
ArUDAMU e 14 g0SEN (5,000).......ccuuiieeeeeiiieee e 19
1Y ISP USSR RO 4 BYUUNIKU e, 12
AN cueeiteece e 5 0T Tl T ISP 18
AEAMIA et e eenes 5 hachi-atsSU ...ccevvvieeiiiieiecee e 20
AEATAKAT cvveeeeee ettt 16 hachijuu (80) .......cccevvuerrriieiie e 19
AESUT cveieceee ettt et 16 hachiseN (8,000).........ccocueerieenieenieeiie e 19
DTS U ettt e e 7 hagaki ..vveveveiee e 7
DIYOOIN ..o 9 hai, kikoemasu. .......occevivieiiiiiiiee e, 2
DOOIU PEN ..ottt 14 hai, miemasu. .....ccccviiniiniiniiii, 2
DOOSHI vt 9 hai, wakarimasu. ........cccccoceiiiiiiiiinin, 2
DUAOO oo 12 NQIZAra coveeeeeeeeeee e 7
DUPQUSU e 15 hajimemashite OO desu.......cccevvvrevevievveennnen. 2
DUt oo 12 hajimemashoo. .........ccooooiieeeeee, 2
butanikU......ccooveeeiiii e 12 NaKUSQi.ueeeeeiieiiiieee e 12
BYOOIN ..eeeiiieee e 11 hamigaki ......ccovvveeiiiiieee e 13
ChaWaN ... 13 AN . 5
(ol Y11 | U UPPR 16 haNdobaggu ......ccccceeciiiieiiiiiiieeee e, 15
ChiKai. oo, 16 happyaku (800) .......cccveeevireeeriieeerireeeeee s 19
(o] Y40 PR 7 A€ 4
(ol a¥oTo 11 0 1Y o Lo J USSP 12 RAIU oo 4
chuugakkoo......cccuvvveeiiiiiieee e, 11 RaSAMI weeviiiieiiiie e 6
deNKkiseehiN........ceevvveeeiiiiiiiicin, 13 hashi oo, 13
Lo 1o\ o - 1R 7 hatsuka .....cooooiiiee e, 21
AENWA. ...t 7 NAYA evvieeee e 16
deNwa o kakemasu.......cccccveeeeiiiiiiieeee e, 17 RetanNa. .o 16
doo itashimashite. ......ccccveeiiiviiciiieii e, 3 REYA ..t 4
d00z0 yoroshiku. ......ceeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiieiiccccccciins 3 HIKKOSRI..cciiiiiiieeeecce e 10
o [0 7.4« TR 3 Y1 U P 16
ENPITSU wevvviiiiiiiirirerreee e 7 NiMANA .o, 16
fIrUMU e, 14 NIFU e 4
fOOKU..coiiiiieee e, 15 NON L. 4
FUKU ..o 4 hoOChOO......ceeiiiieee e 13
FUKUIO oo 6 hyaku (100) ....uvveeeeeeieiieeeee e 19
L0 TN 13 hyakumaN (1,000,000).......cccccoveeeeeeicirreereeennn. 19
FULON ..o 13 1] o T ) PRSP 18
fULSUKA ..., 21 ICI=BAtSU oo 20
futsuu no iikata desu. .....ccoeceeviriieiiniieiiiiee s 2 10 o = U 12
fUUL0O .o 9 ichimaN (10,000)........cccceeecrieeeiiiieeeciieeeeiieeeans 19
FUYU et es s en s 4 ichioku (100,000,000 .......cocverreeeeeeerreeeerereens 19
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